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Pull  together  everything  written  by  or  about  a  person
Leave  out  things  by/about  people  who  have  similar  names
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How  do  Authorities  compare  to  Persons?
Authorities

1. Usually  creators  or  
contributors

2. Only  enough  detail  to  
differentiate

3. Some  mention  outside  
resources  for  evidence

WorldCat Persons

1. Creators,  Contributors,  
Subjects/Topics

2. More  “literal  data”  and  context  
from  resources  they  relate  to

3. Links  to  outside  resources  for  
context



WorldCat Person  Entity  Lookup  Pilot
• What’s  the  problem?  

– Libraries  need  a  way  to  find  and  identify  people  using  
common  identifiers    

– Many  identifiers  lack  statements  about  relationships



WorldCat Person  Entity  Lookup  Pilot
• How  does  it  work?  

– Users  can  find  and  identify  persons  with  common  IDs
– Users  can  enter  text  (for  example,  a  personal  name)
– Information  returned  includes  other  IDs,  birth/death  dates,  
roles,  etc.

• Pilot  participants
– Biblioteka Narodowa (Poland),  Cornell,  Deutsche  
Nationalbibliothek (Germany),  Harvard,  LC,  NLM,  
Stanford,  UC  Davis,  Pepperdine,  swissbib,  Drexel



“Same  As”
API  using  
identifier

Janet  A.  Smith

Name  Authority  File  2

Janet  B.  A.  Smith

Name  Authority  File  1

Janet  B.  Adam  Smith

Name  Authority  File  3

Janet  Adam  Smith
Name  Authority  File  4

WorldCat  Person  Entity  Lookup  Pilot

Janet  A.  Smith

Name  Authority  File  2

?



“Search”
API  using  
text  string

Janet  A.  Smith

Name  Authority  File  2

Janet  B.  A.  Smith

Name  Authority  File  1

Janet  B.  Adam  Smith

Name  Authority  File  3

Janet  Adam  Smith
Name  Authority  File  4

WorldCat  Person  Entity  Lookup  Pilot

?

janet smith
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What  have  we  learned  so  far?

• Opens  new  potential  for  authority  control  and  who  performs  it
• Needs  for  describing  people  outside  the  traditional  library  box
• One-by-one  is  good  for  maintenance,  but  not  for  conversion
• Emphasizes  making  connections  instead  of  constructing  forms
• Inspires  new  thinking  for  end-user  applications
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Aggregating  information  about  people



• Report  on  pilot  
• Planning  for  putting  service  into  production
• Enhancing  content  and  indexing
• Piloting  approaches  to  cataloger  input  to  entities

Next  steps



Questions?  

Product  Manager,  Metadata  Services
OCLC
chapmanj@oclc.org

John  Chapman


