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Unleashing the power of academic language 
Many English learners do not possess the academic language needed for school success.  
Close the gap by using research-based tools that draw from learning as a sociocultural, 
linguistic, academic, and thinking to learn process to scale up student performance and 
engagement in their school community and beyond.  This session draws from Zacarian 
(2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student achievement 
& Corwin TeachALL (2015).   
 
 

Reflection question:   What are some of the differences that you have noticed between 
students who seem to learn English and do well and those who struggle?  
 
 
 
What is Academic Language? 
 
 

Reflection Question: Read the following 4 sentences from an excerpt dated 
5/2/16 about information that meteorologists can collect using the latest 
technology.  As you read it, think about the type of knowledge that you would 
need to listen, speak, read and write as a professional meteorologist  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion of Thomas and Lily 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflection question:   
 
Think about the two students.  Which one do you believe would be more 
successful in school/college?  Why?   
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Discussion about what’s needed for school success 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection:  Which group do you think most educators represent?  How does this impact 
what we do and the decisions we make? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Rethinking our evaluation systems to match what we know about what motivates us 
as humans (students and educators). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the research tell us about academic language and the tools we should use 
to strengthen outcomes?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning as a Four-Prong Process 
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Learning as a Sociocultural Process 

 
Sociocultural Frame 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Example: 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Notes: 
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Language and Literacy Learning as a Developmental Process 

 
Language Literacy Frame 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Example: 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Notes: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning as an Academic-Curricular Learning Process 
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Academic Curricular Frame 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Example 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL. 
 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
   Zacarian-­‐	
  Unleashing	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  academic	
  language.	
  	
  MATSOL	
  2016	
   6	
  

Learning as a Cognitive Process 
 
Cognitive (Thinking-to-Learn) Frame 
 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Example 
 

 
Zacarian (2013). Mastering academic language: a framework for supporting student 
achievement & Corwin Teach ALL.   
 
Notes: 
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PUTTING THE SOCIOCULTURAL FRAME INTO MY PRACTICE 
 Strategies that I will use in my teaching, coaching, and/or supportive supervision to put 
ideas about the sociocultural frame into my practice will include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUTTING THE LANGUAGE LITERACY FRAME INTO MY PRACTICE 
 Strategies that I will use in my teaching, coaching, and/or supportive supervision to put 
ideas about the language/literacy frame into my practice will include: 
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PUTTING THE ACADEMIC CURRICULAR FRAME INTO MY PRACTICE 
 Strategies that I will use in my teaching, coaching, and/or supportive supervision to put 
ideas about the language/literacy frame into my practice will include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUTTING THE COGNITIVE FRAME INTO MY PRACTICE 
 Strategies that I will use in my teaching, coaching, and/or supportive supervision to put 
ideas about the cognitive thinking-to-learn frame into my practice will include: 
 
 
 


