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Who I Am 

� Classroom Teacher 
� Literacy Specialist 
� Literacy Consultant 
� Assistant Professor 
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Agenda 

•  What do we know about ELs’ writing? 
•  What do we mean by authentic? 
•  How can we do to support ELs’ writing 

through authentic experiences and texts? 
•  Therefore, what? 

What We Know from Research 
about ELs’ Writing 
1. The writing development for ELs is similar 

to the process for proficient English 
speakers. 

4 
Findings from National Literacy Panel and CREDE 

Writing Development 
Phase 1: Role Play Writing 

Writing Development 
Phase 2: Experimental Writing 
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Writing Development 
Phase 3: Early Writing 

Writing Development 
Phase 4: Conventional Writing 

Writing Development 
Phase 5: Proficient Writing 

What We Know from Research 
about ELs’ Writing 
2. ELs’ ability to express themselves in 
written English is highly dependent on their 
level of oral English proficiency. 
3. Students with literacy skills in their home 
language can transfer many of these skills to 
English writing. 
  Dend ay it a sanwich end hotchetoos. 

10 
Findings from National Literacy Panel and CREDE 

Student Writing Students will use their two 
languages when they write. 
•  Encourage use of 

ALL linguistic 
resources to learn 
and to 
communicate. 

•  Reflection of their 
environment 

12 
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What We Know from Research 
about ELs’ Writing 
4. English oral language skills have little 
impact on English word-level writing 
skills.  

5. English oral language skills have a 
strong impact on English text-level 
writing skills. 

6. Age and prior knowledge affect ELs’ 
writing ability in English. 

13 
Findings from National Literacy Panel and CREDE 
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Writer 

Composing Process/ 
Developing Text 

Context/ 
Environment 

Writing Experience 

Literacy is context dependent. Applying What We Know 
•  Think of one student who is “interesting” to 

you.  
 

•  Under what conditions, has your student 
been successful* as a writer?  

•  *Successful according to the student 

Agenda 

•  What do we know about ELs’ writing? 
•  What do we mean by authentic? 
•  How can we do to support ELs’ writing 

through authentic experiences and texts? 
•  Therefore, what? 

Authen'c	  Learning	  

•  “Replicate	  or	  reflect	  reading	  and	  wri9ng	  
ac9vi9es	  that	  occur	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  people	  
outside	  of	  a	  learning-‐to-‐read-‐and-‐write	  
context	  and	  purpose.”	  

Duke,	  Purcell-‐Gates,	  Hall,	  &	  Tower,	  2006	  

18	  
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Not	  as	  authen'c…	  

19	  

More	  authen'c…	  

20	  

Describe an authentic 
writing experience you have 
taught or witnessed.  
 
How did students’ respond 
to this experience? 

Agenda 

•  What do we know about ELs’ writing? 
•  What do we mean by authentic? 
•  How can we do to support ELs’ writing 

through authentic experiences and 
texts? 

•  Therefore, what? 

Multi-modal approach to learning 
(Pearson et al., 2010)  
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Do	  Science	  

•  Conduct experiments 
•  Go on fieldtrips 
•  Watch videos 
•  Keeping scientific 

journals—integrating 
writing 

 

We measured the wind 
speed. 

24 
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Talk	  Science	  
•  What I thought I knew/ 

What I have learned 
as a scientist chart 
(Revised KWL charts) 

•  Discussing 
experiments—making 
predictions, discussing 
results, drawing 
conclusions 

•  Shared writing 
experiences 

25 

Write	  Science	  
•  Wrote lab reports 

(informational) 
•  Wrote guides—how to 

prepare for a natural disaster 
in Salem (informational) 

•  Wrote about experiences on 
field trips and what happened 
when they touched the 
animals (narrative) 

•  Wrote to advocate to Save 
the Manatees (opinion) 
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A Few Take Aways 

•  Writing in the same genre daily (or an 
extended period of time) builds capacity. 

•  Add language and description by repeated 
exposure and oral rehearsal. 

•  Students need iteration more than just 
repetition. 

More opportunities to write 
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Shared writing— 
Observing Like Scientists 

31 

Scientists observe and 
record. 

Read	  Science	  
•  Supported investigations and 

experiences with reading 
texts 

•  Topic-based texts for read 
alouds and guided reading 

•  Reading and rereading 
multiple texts—
independently, in pairs, 
rereading, with support, as 
read alouds 

•  Researching their own 
questions—paired research 

36 
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Reading…	  

•  Independent level text  

•  Instructional level text 
(guided reading—guiding 
children in their discomfort 
and independent attempts 
to work through text)  

•  Frustrational level text (with 
support in modeled or 
shared reading) 
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Reading for authentic purpsoes 
naturally leads to writing. 

F~ra~ a scie~tis~.

~a~ d~~es a scientist do?
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Draw a 
Scientist 

Demonstra'ng	  Knowledge	  
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Scaffolds (in service of 
authentic writing experiences) 
•  Oral rehearsal 
•  Scribing for the student 
•  “Sharing the pen” 

•  Word banks 
•  Sentence stems and frames 
•  Graphic organizers* 

44 

Every interaction leads to 
more autonomy. 

Pre-‐Program	  Wri'ng	  
I	  know	  the	  weather	  can	  be	  rainy	  and	  sunny	  and	  cloudy	  and	  snow	  cold	  and	  windy.	  I	  look.	  I	  hear.	  The	  rainy.	  

Name:

~,.

Date:

ri i i r 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
❑ Things at the beach The weather ❑ Water/the ocean
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Post-‐Program	  Wri'ng	  
I	  see	  the	  animals	  jumping	  on	  the	  water.	  I	  see	  the	  water	  moving.	  I	  see	  the	  water	  low	  9de.	  I	  see	  rocks	  on	  the	  
water.	  I	  see	  the	  grass	  on	  the	  water.	  I	  see	  blue	  water.	  I	  see	  gray	  water.	  I	  see	  big	  sky.	  I	  see	  the	  sun.	  I	  see	  the	  
sun	  on	  the	  water.	  I	  see	  bees	  on	  the	  flowers.	  I	  see	  puffy	  clouds.	  I	  see	  birds	  fly.	  I	  see	  fish	  jumping.	  I	  see	  crabs	  on	  
the	  beach.	  The	  scien9st	  is	  working	  in	  the	  colored	  water.	  

Name: Date:

Describe what scientists do to observe 
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Agenda 

•  What do we know about ELs’ writing? 
•  What do we mean by authentic? 
•  How can we do to support ELs’ writing 

through authentic experiences and texts? 
•  Therefore, what? 
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Thank you! 
Cami Condie, EdD 

ccondie@salemstate.edu 


