
Using an Institutional Repository 
for Undergraduate Publishing 

and Learning
Don Taylor 

University Copyright Officer and Research Repository Coordinator
Simon Fraser University

Elizabeth Padilla 
Institutional Repository Coordinator/ Liaison Librarian

British Columbia Institute of Technology

2016 BC Library Conference, May 12



Outline

• Content Recruitement
• Benefits for Students, Faculty, and Institution
• Copyright and Licensing
• Ways to Use an IR for Active Learning
• Real Examples of Undergraduate Research in our IRs



Recruitment of Content at SFU

• Liaison librarians
• Request from faculty
• Library – faculty digitization collaborations
• Do not solicit material directly from undergraduates



Learning Benefits for Students

• Research and inquire prepare students for future success
• Learn Digital and Information Literacy 
• Learn about sharing information and research
• Learn the research culture in their field
• Learn rights management and copyright as a creator
• Develop an understanding of what ‘Open’ means and provides an 

opportunity to collaborate with peers in an open environment
• Portfolio online for career or educational advancement



Benefits for Faculty and Institution

• Share and promote student work to partners, agencies and 
prospective students

• Raises the profile of undergraduate work 
• Liaison Librarian becomes collaborator with Faculty to better support 

teaching and learning



Copyright and Licensing

• Items in the IR are different than regular student assignments.

• Hand it in and get it back scenario:
• Student can utilize institutional fair dealing policies, educational institution 

exemptions in Copyright Act, and library licenses.

Faunal 
Remains. 
Badenhorst & 
Driver.

Two images (a Ferrero image 
and a Joseph Buey’s image) 
from conference presentation 
have been removed for 
copyright reasons.



These are not allowed anymore with IR projects. 

Two images (Ferrero image 
and Joseph Buey’s image with 
red crosses through them) 
from conference presentation 
have been removed for 
copyright reasons.



Copyright and Licensing cont…

• Most fair dealing, educational exceptions, and library licenses don’t 
apply because material is being made widely available outside of the 
institution.

• Presents an opportunity for copyright education for students.
• Reinforce to faculty and institution that students own copyright in 

their work.
• Non-exclusive licence should be signed by the student.



Copyright and Licensing cont…
SFU licence for Communication undergrads:

In order for the Simon Fraser University Library to make your work accessible worldwide, your agreement to the following terms 
is necessary.

You (the author(s) or copyright owner(s)) grant to Simon Fraser University the non-exclusive right to reproduce, migrate to 
different format or medium, and/or make accessible your submissions worldwide in electronic format and in any medium, 
including but not limited to audio or video. 

You agree that Simon Fraser University may, without changing the content, migrate these submissions to any medium or format 
for the purpose of preservation. You also agree that Simon Fraser University may keep more than one copy of these submissions
for purposes of security, back-up and preservation.

You represent that you have the right to grant the rights contained in this license and you also represent that your submissions
do not, to the best of your knowledge, infringe upon anyone's copyright. You represent that the submissions, if authored by you,
are your original work, and that you have not previously assigned or relinquished these rights.

You understand that Canadian Copyright law applies to your submissions.

Simon Fraser University will clearly identify your name(s) as the author(s) or owner(s) of your submissions, and will not make any 
alteration, other than as allowed by this license, to your submissions.



Ways to Use an IR for Active Learning

• Transition Capstone projects, research papers, posters, assignments 
to Open Access publishing in the IR

• Use Peer Review to build quality and scrutiny into submissions
• Reuse, Remix, Redistribute items from the IR. Build upon the research 

that has been done.
• Develop a component of the course for online publishing
• Incorporate Open Access resources into research tutorials; evaluate, 

discuss



Oral Histories

http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/197
http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/197
http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/190
http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/190


Capstones & 
Honours Theses

http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/219
http://summit.sfu.ca/collection/219


BCIT Environmental Health Journal

• http://circuit.bcit.ca/

https://circuit.bcit.ca/
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