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like me

purpose: to create a learning environment 
and bring awareness of the participants’ 
experiences and identities in the room



working agreements

● engage fully in the learning

● listen with attention

● speak with intention

● monitor your impact on the room

● Have fun!



professional courtesies

● use technology to engage in the learning

● take care of yourself 



agenda
● welcome and inclusion

● IPA overview

● interpretive mode

● break

● interpersonal mode

● presentational mode

● reflection & wrap-up



outcomes
● Identify the three phases of the IPA.

● Describe characteristics of well-designed 

tasks for each of the three phases.

● Develop questions and tasks as part of a 

subject area IPA.



What are the most meaningful 

assessment characteristics for those used 

in the immersion classroom? 

What information do you need to know 

about your students?



What are the most meaningful assessment 

characteristics for those used in the 
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IPA overview

Interpretive Task

Interpersonal TaskPresentational 
Task



IPA overview
We are going to learn about specific characteristics and functions 

animals have that help them to survive in their habitats. We are 

going to begin by watching a video that teaches about ways in which 

one type of animal is able to survive in its habitat. Then you will 

write a children’s storybook about an animal who uses his special 

characteristics and adaptations to survive dangerous events in its 

habitat. Finally, with an assigned partner, you will discuss the ways in 

which your selected animals’ adaptations and special characteristics 

are similar and different. Finally, we will have the opportunity to 

share our stories with younger students!



IPA overview
The IPA is… because...

● integrated

● performance-based

● authentic

● developmental

● aligned with instruction

● meaningful to students

Adair-Hauck, Glisan & Troyan, 2013





interpretive comprehension guide
adaptations for the immersion context

● Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

● age 

● cognitive level of students

● linguistic feature



sample comprehension guides



sample comprehension guides



focused dialogue & reflection
IPA interpretive tasks and reading benchmarking “chalk talk”

● What purposes does each carry in our instruction and 

assessment cycles?

● In what ways does each inform instruction?

● What are their similarities and differences?

● What might your argument be for utilizing both assessments?



workshop: interpretive task creation

Using your notes and templates from this 
morning, begin to write questions for your 

interpretive task comprehension guide
based on the text you brought with you.



interpretive task reflection



rubrics



rubrics



rubrics





interpersonal communication

kindergarten interpersonal task

https://vimeo.com/173622038
https://vimeo.com/173622038


characteristics of effective interpersonal tasks

● Meaning is primary.

● There is a connection to real-world activities. The task is 

“authentic”.

● There is a clearly defined, non-linguistic outcome.

● Participants use the linguistic resources to complete the task.



interpersonal tasks in the immersion classroom

● language function

● text type

● communication strategies

● comprehensibility

● language control  



rubrics



rubrics



lineup
purpose: to regroup our energy and process information surrounding interpersonal 
tasks



characteristics of effective interpersonal tasks

● Meaning is primary.

● There is a connection to real-world activities. The task is 

“authentic”.

● There is a clearly defined, non-linguistic outcome.

● Participants use the linguistic resources to complete the task.



workshop: interpersonal task
● What is the outcome of the task?

● What is the information gap?

● How is it structured so that there is a shared responsibility for 

task completion?

● What type of language might you expect from students (text 

type, linguistic focus)?



interpersonal task reflection

circling in 
your mind

makes 
absolute sense

important to 
keep in mind





presentational communication
● one-way communication

● practiced, polished, rehearsed, edited

● organized

● directed to an audience

(ACTFL, 2011)



sample presentational tasks



sample presentational tasks



rubrics



rubrics



● language function

● text type

● impact 

● comprehensibility

● language control

presentational tasks in the immersion classroom



principles of presentational task construction

● align to real world applications

● don’t let the ‘product’ overwhelm the practice and 

development of language skills

● build knowledge of topic

● allow students to develop voice



workshop: presentational task

● To what CCSS might you align the task?

● What is the product? 

● Who is the audience?

● What will the process look like?

● What type of language might you expect from 

students?



final reflection



impact
“It gives me a more specific idea of what my students´ 
language should actually look like and sound like.” 

“I find that they are valuable in requiring students to be 
producing language in a variety of ways, over a period of time 
specific to one topic. They can take pride in their final product 
and take ownership of their language use.” 



http://bit.ly/IPAsimmersion

http://email.dapulse.com/wf/click?upn=yns0A89IAz-2FZAw8G3k-2BtU8P-2FqNBxMkmh-2B94Uh1KLok3SbQWyz4v38loNNZz9Fmjs_-2FkycDVumN7MGjB-2FPOeH1DOTEXqsozAFrfE5kJ20WolU0xfHXjifz2lssEkhCiIT-2BeOE6QJFN0Va4rp-2BZ10zIw6r5V69vE14uUgBkauMlvdA3ZD-2F2dAachCTx01ZQu0QqImrCX9Mb6oojL36f4Ftukv-2Fr9kMFn730-2FuSGiGxrSddT7nt7tbiDChjfvKqKgRTYfvl1jGlStSwJEMNN-2FPvGCXsM49h1-2FtcUIddx-2BXIWgRYk9pgf4Lsw93ziyViLP2O-2BMqWipng1nOBKyQEhU097rzWW-2BcQZ2HoQtWN-2BbACgt-2B3yTbC2O8HtvE1f4oLM8Y61-2Bp9SMnbtMSomz7fY2HYTpGAadcQxoaaSZvdsUFVNv8oGAVsatn-2B6IZ5Yron3fcztOXChmfSroen4j94J4gY0nxcyYo9GADS6xQ0IiA4dJPM-3D
http://email.dapulse.com/wf/click?upn=yns0A89IAz-2FZAw8G3k-2BtU8P-2FqNBxMkmh-2B94Uh1KLok3SbQWyz4v38loNNZz9Fmjs_-2FkycDVumN7MGjB-2FPOeH1DOTEXqsozAFrfE5kJ20WolU0xfHXjifz2lssEkhCiIT-2BeOE6QJFN0Va4rp-2BZ10zIw6r5V69vE14uUgBkauMlvdA3ZD-2F2dAachCTx01ZQu0QqImrCX9Mb6oojL36f4Ftukv-2Fr9kMFn730-2FuSGiGxrSddT7nt7tbiDChjfvKqKgRTYfvl1jGlStSwJEMNN-2FPvGCXsM49h1-2FtcUIddx-2BXIWgRYk9pgf4Lsw93ziyViLP2O-2BMqWipng1nOBKyQEhU097rzWW-2BcQZ2HoQtWN-2BbACgt-2B3yTbC2O8HtvE1f4oLM8Y61-2Bp9SMnbtMSomz7fY2HYTpGAadcQxoaaSZvdsUFVNv8oGAVsatn-2B6IZ5Yron3fcztOXChmfSroen4j94J4gY0nxcyYo9GADS6xQ0IiA4dJPM-3D

