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Boni-esther Enquist

MATSOL Consultant

- SEI course writer/instructor/reviser/trainer

- Facilitator of nearly ALL MATSOL offerings 

- ESL MCU Project Member and FACT trainer

- Consultant related to ESL Curriculum in about a 
dozen districts



How can a Curriculum Map and Tools…

- Show strategic, systematic, yet flexible, progression 
of English skills across an EL’s ESL life? 

- Best connect to key content areas & school tasks?

- Distinguish ESL as its own subject area  (vs. SEI)? 

- Be organized under one unifying (but flexible) 
approach related to language, not necessarily a 
theme or an ESL textbook?



Considerations for New Bedford: 

• Expediency, big city district-wide, level 4
• Calendar: Sept. ACCESS Test Month, 

Biography, Math unit
• Teachers: varying skill/experience levels
• Creating a writing team: writers, revisers, unit 

pilots, managers of documents 
• Details: time, budget, experience, etc.

So many considerations! It’s like…



Playing Chess on the Starship 
Enterprise



One Solution

- To have 1-2 areas of focus of language for each 
unit and do that WELL!

- To find a grade appropriate content 
area/topic/theme as a context to maximize 
exposure and practice opportunity for those 
targeted English skills.

- Ensure a systematic coverage of those skills for 
ALL ELs, at ALL levels and to spiral through 
linguistic features across a number of years.

- To reflect Systemic Functional Linguistics ----→



Adapted from “From Language to Literacy: Reading and Writing for the English Language Learners in Sheltered Elementary Classrooms”, Participant manual, p. 164 , Boston School Lynch 
Education, Project TALCA and the Massachusetts School of Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, All content from Manual, but wheel graphic representation  and fortune cookie 

saying by Boni-esther Enquist ©2009 . Clipart by Microsoft Powerpoint

Even a Fortune Cookie (the media or product)         
can Represent a Different Genre (function)

Procedure

Report

Personal  
Recount

Explanation

Narrative
(Fictional)

It takes more muscles to 

frown than to smile.

Exposition



Organizing Approach Creates:

• Strong, unified foundation.

• Sharing of resources

• Peace of Mind! “We are all covering the 
language  of a biography well in February. We 
will cover past tenses, pronouns, 
abbreviations, and other forms common to 
biographies. We will  cover that WELL and 
revisit it, using perfect tenses and more 
advanced English in the future. We can leave 
OTHER things for OTHER units.”



Some Supports for this Approach 
from MA DESE

• DESE’s ESL MCU Project!!

– Defining ESL

– Sharing UbD – Start with the END product

– Sample Units  (handouts, pp. 7-8)

– Abridged Version of Units (pp. 9-11)

– Tools  (Collaboration Tool/Progressions) to 
ensure flexibility and that no ELs will be 
relegated to  learning only a rigid set of English 
skills.



Connects to WIDA’s Lenses of 
looking at 3 Dimensions of Language

● Word

● Language forms    

and Conventions

● Discourse

● All set within a socio-cultural context



(Time Permitting)
Future Issues will likely include…

- Using more DESE units as launching points (pp 7-11)

- Higher Proficiency Levels: Language of Conjecture 

- More Plug-n-Play Units: the  “Language” of Pattern 
Books: (varies with type - if/then, sequencing, etc.) 

- Journal writing: Lewis and Clark, Anne Frank, 
students’ own journals

-Delineate Newcomer/Early Literacy as an 
additional thread 

- More culture, Fill in English “gaps”



Monica Filgo

- Elementary ESL Teacher (General Ed. 
background)

- Piloted DESE General Ed MCU: Sci/Elementary
- Piloted DESE: Weathering & Erosion, Animal Unit 

(Describing Habitats),
- New Bedford Units:  Biography, Poetry, 

Compare/Contrast, Procedure (Back to School)
- “Menu Tool” Specialist (linguistic progression, 3 

dimensions of academic language)



Starting with Model Curriculum Units

ESL Model Curriculum Units: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/download
_form.aspx

http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/download_form.aspx


Curriculum Team

• Monster notebook hard copies of all units

• Assign tasks based on member’s interests, 
skills, preference to work alone or with a 
partner, availability

• Representation across grade spans

• Recognize this is a DISTRICT initiative and less 
about what the teacher “likes” to teach

• Ability to cycle between big picture & details



Unit Piloting: develop awareness, 
interest, direction

• Elementary:  Weathering and Erosion

• Middle School:  Access to Clean Water

• High School:  Civil Rights

Collection of feedback to inform next steps



Compare-Contrast
A “Plug and Play” Unit



Unit Overview: page 3

• Plug and Play = flexibility to modify for all 
grade / proficiency levels

• Includes unit rationale



Considerations for Teachers to 
Create Flexibility: page 4

• High-interest topics: innovation and 
change

• Tips to help teachers prepare



Stage 1 – Desired Results: page 5
• Focused Language Goals (FLGs)
• Scope of the unit in context of the scope 

of the curriculum as a whole



Knowledge & Skills-where we 
REALLY teach ENGLISH: page 6 

• How will students achieve the Focused 
Language Goals?  

• Cycle of planning:  FLGs, Knowledge, Skills, 
Content Embedded Performance 
Assessment (CEPA)



Stage 2 – Evidence: page 7

• CEPA: Curriculum Embedded 
Performance Assessment

• Connected to Knowledge, Skills, and 
Focused Language Goals



Stage 3 - Learning Plan 
(1 page of several): pages 8-11

• Sociocultural implications
• What do students need more exposure to?



Summary of Lessons: pages 8-11
Flow: page 18

• Modeled after DESE 
Units

• Lesson “flow”. This is 
as far as we take a 
unit at this point. 
Teachers can usually, 
then,  on their own, 
create lessons (which 
take a lot of time) 
and find appropriate 
resources.



The “Menu Tool”: pages 12-13

• Tiered vocabulary, forms and conventions, 
linguistic complexity (WIDA Dimensions)

• Part of the planning cycle between the FLGs, 
the Knowledge and Skills, and the lesson 
planning

• Supports unit adaptation for various levels of 
ELs (flexible, differentiated, strategic)



Menu Tool: Vocabulary



Menu Tool: Forms & Conventions 
and Linguistic Complexity



Collaboration Tool: page 14
• http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/curriculum/Collab

orationTool.pdf

• Macro, Microfunctions, Key Uses of 

• Examples of performance expectations

• Formulas for Focus Language Goals (unit level)

• Hyperlinks!

http://www.doe.mass.edu/ell/curriculum/CollaborationTool.pdf


Collaboration Tool Hyperlinks: 
pages 15-17

• Sentence frames, tasks, key words
• Commonly embedded forms at the 

discourse, sentence, and word/phrase level
• Considerations for proficiency levels



Time Permitting: 
Where I would go next...

• Unit building with colleagues / communication

• Resource tool: share successful materials

• More “plug and play” units with flexible themes



Brittany Jenney

- New Bedford High School ESL Teacher

- Member of the NBPS District-Wide ESL 
Curriculum Development Committee

- Piloted DESE ESL MCUs: Women’s Rights, 
African American Civil Rights, Data & 
Advocating for Change

- New Bedford Units: Compare/Contrast, 
Poetry, Fictional Narrative, Arguing about 
Topics in Citizenship

- “Unit writer”



Addressing Specific High School 
Needs in ESL Curriculum

MCAS

content 

alignment

level 4 school

repetition of 

ESL class 

year-to-year

building 

capacity

textbook 

series



Year-to-Year Flow

Dilemma

students in same level ESL 
class for 2 years → unit 
repetition

Solution

4-year rotating cycle of 
units → no more 
repetition, AND buys time 
for more unit 
development/adaptation



Incorporation of Edge Series





Breadth vs. Depth

• fewer units (but longer)
• 5 units, 3 mini units
• each unit has primary and secondary WIDA 

standard focus



MCAS

• strategic placement of units
• extended LoLA unit for 10th 

graders
• close reading, CER, long essays
• collaboration with ELA lead 

teacher



Content Alignment

● survey SEI content teachers about standards
● select top 3





Building Capacity

● team approach to unit development
● procedure/protocol
● capitalize on teachers’ strengths, 

interests, and will









Other Considerations

● SLIFE/newcomers
● time
● MCUs
● level 4 - all eyes on us















Questions and Answers

Thank you for letting us share our approach 
and experience with you.



Contact Information

Boni-esther Enquist, MATSOL Professional 
Development Consultant benquist@matsol.org

Monica Filgo, Elementary ESL Teacher 
mfilgo@newbedfordschools.org

Brittany Jenney, High School ESL Teacher 
bjenney@newbedfordschools.org
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