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Language acquisition or learning disability?

Behaviors associated with Learning | Behaviors when acquiring a second language

Disabilities
Difficulty following directions
Confused by figurative language
May have difficulty with attention span

May seem easily frustrated

Difficulty with phonological awareness Difficulty distinguishing between sounds not in L1

Slow to learn sound-symbol correspondence Confusion when sound for the symbol is different in L1
Difficulty remembering sight words Difficulty when meanings not understood

Difficulty retelling story in sequence Understand more than can express in L2

May have auditory memory difficulty Slow to process challenging language
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Adapted from Janet Klingner, 2012


