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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Learn the DCTAG Background 1

• Be exposed to the eligibility 
requirements2

• Be given an overview of the payment 
process3



DO YOU HAVE A MONEY TREE IN YOUR BACKYARD? 



WHAT IS DCTAG ?

DCTAG- is the District of Columbia Tuition Assistance
Grant. It pays the difference between in-state and out-of-
state tuition at public, community, private HBCU’s and
private local colleges.

The DC Tuition Assistance Program (DC TAG) was created 
by Congress in 1999 for the purpose of expanding higher 
education choices for college-bound residents of the 
District of Columbia. All public institutions, Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), and private 
nonprofit colleges and universities within the Washington 
Metropolitan area are eligible to participate in DCTAG. 



DCTAG Accomplishments



QUICK DCTAG FACTS

Awards over $30 million dollars each year to 
5,000+ eligible D.C. Residents attending over 300 
colleges and universities.

Conducts extensive outreach regarding DCTAG, 
Federal aid and college options in D.C. and nearby 
Maryland. 

Is a legislative partner of the U.S. Department of 
Education.

Works with college access provider organizations 
in the area to expand college-going rates. 



QUICK DCTAG FACTS

Pays the difference between in-state and out-of-
state tuition.

How long can you use DCTAG?

DCTAG eligibility expires after six years of receipt.

Must be 26 years of age or younger.

Deadline June 30th or until funds are exhausted



DCTAG SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY

➢Public institutions nationwide 

➢Private HBCU’s nationwide

➢Private institutions in the 

Washington, DC Metro area

➢Must be Title IV higher 

education eligible institution



DCTAG Rules To Remember

While (2015-16) DCTAG students 

have an income limitation of 

$1,062,228 million, DCTAG Students 

(2016-17) have an income limitation 

of $796,671 and (2019-2020) 

students are limited to $499,000!  



DCTAG Enrollment & Awards by Institution’s State 
(AY 2015-16)



DCTAG AWARD AMOUNTS
Public Four Year Institutions

Pays up to $10,000 per year of the difference 
between in-state and out-of-state tuition cost 
for full- or half-time students. Awards may be 
reduced for less than full-time enrollment.

Award Calculation Example

Out-of-state Tuition & Fees $32,644
1

In-State Tuition & Fees $17,416 
-------------------------------- ------------

Difference           $15,228

Award Amount $10,000

Cumulative limit $50,000 per student

1
Penn State University-University Park 2017-18



DCTAG AWARD AMOUNTS
Private Institutions

Pays up to $2,500 per year toward tuition 
cost for full- or half-time students.

Award will be reduced for less than full-
time enrollment (pro-rated).

Full-time $1,250.00

3/4-time $   937.50

Half-time $   625.00

Cumulative award limit $12,500 
per student



DCTAG Rules To Remember

Students must maintain Satisfactory 
Academic Progress (SAP) as determined 
by the college or university.

The DCTAG Office cannot overrule a SAP 
determination made by a college/university. 



What DCTAG Does Not/Is Not

Any student who is charged as an in-state 

resident will not be DCTAG eligible. All 

DCTAG Students must be charged out-of-

state tuition.

DCTAG does not cover room & board, 

books & supplies, etc!

DCTAG is not front-end money!



DCTAG Payment Process
The DCTAG Award Letter should be submitted to 
the financial aid office at the college/university.

The college/university (Financial Aid Office) 
must submit an electronic payment invoice.

Once that invoice has been received by the 
DCTAG Office, a check is sent to the 
college/university within 30 business days or less.

If the college of university submits the payment 
invoice late, the check will be late!  



HOW TO APPLY!

1. Complete OneApp for DCTAG  
yearly @www.dconeapp.dc.gov

2. Complete the FAFSA @www.fafsa.ed.gov

3. Submit all supporting documents to  
DCTAG

http://www.dconeapp.dc.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Never Forget
The Toll-Free Number-

on Instagram-

dctag_program

on twitter-

or 



DCTAG OFFICE

D.C. Office of the State Superintendent of 

Education (OSSE)

1050 First Street NE, Fifth Floor

Washington, DC 20002

(202) 727-2824 

Toll Free (877) 485-6751

Visit us on the worldwide web:    
https/dconeapp.dc.gov





THANK YOU
for attending this session!

We’d love to hear from you!

Please submit a session evaluation 
via the conference mobile app 

or from www.pcacac.org.




