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1.
Moving beyond 
Cultural
Competence
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SlideHunter.com

Cultural Competence... 
just the tip of the 
iceberg

Use literature 
that includes 

diverse 
characters and 

themes

Focuses on 
“surface” 
culture, like 
multicultural 
celebrations in 
schools

Goes beyond surface-level changes in 
schools to a shift in instructional practices

Focuses on 
building 
cognitive 
capacity in 
students from 
diverse 
backgrounds

Uses 
students’ 
cultural 
learning 
styles and 
tools in daily 
lessons

Culturally 
Responsive 
Teaching



“ Simply adding surface-level 
cultural details to low-level 
decontextualized activities 
doesn’t offer any cognitive 
challenge and won’t build 
intellective capacity. 
-Zaretta Hammond
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2.
Academic Rigor: 
Academic 
Language for ELs 
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Lesson 
Plan

Grades: Upper Elementary & Middle School, ELP 2-3

Key Academic Practice: 

Compare and Contrast 

Unit Focus Language Goal: 

Explain by comparing and contrasting  _____ 
(people, events, ideas, etc.) in two texts.  

Content Objective:

Students will be able to compare and 
contrast the most dangerous ways to get to 
school and support it with reasoning and 
evidence.

Language Objective: 

I can create complex sentences that 
compare and contrast events using signal 
words.   8



Compare  Contrast
How is it the same? How is it different? 

Comparing Words:
like             In common
same 
similar
both 
as well as 
 just like 
comparable 
Identically
equivalent 

Contrasting Words:
but               
yet 
differ
while 
unlike 
unless 
instead
however
dissimilar

VS

Concept and Vocabulary



Analyze Text Structure          Practice with Oral Academic Language  
10

Key: difference; 
similarity; signal word



Zaretta Hammond, author  
of Culturally Responsive 
Teaching and the Brain, 
offers 3 ways to increase 
academic rigor within 
Culturally Responsive 
Teaching framework:
1. Gamify It
2. Make It Social
3. Storify It
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Make It 
Social

➔ Some structures 
for Academic Oral 
Language 
Practice with 
peers in an ESL 
class:

◆ Pairs Compare

◆ Talking Chips

◆ Give 1, Get 1

◆ List-Group- 
Label

◆ Mix-Freeze- 
Match
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➔ For English 
Learners, “talking 
to learn” is 
critical to 
acquiring 
academic 
language

➔ Intentionally 
structured peer 
to peer oral 
interaction 
during every 
lesson will 
increase higher 
level thinking 



Make It 
Social: 
Give 1, 
Get 1

Directions:
➔ Fold your paper in 6 boxes.

➔ Watch the 2 video clips. 

➔ In one box, write down 1 similarity 
between the two video clips. 

➔ Get up and find a partner.  Give 
your partner 1 of your ideas and 
get 1 idea from your partner

➔ Switch partners.

➔ Sit down when you’ve filled in all 6 
boxes 13



Gamify 
It

Matching Game with SmartBoard

-
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Storify 
It 

Unit Progression: 

1. Conceptualize
2. Learn the vocabulary
3. Analyze text structure of 

compare and contrast
4. Oral academic language 

practice 
5. Put it all together
To “Storify It”: 

➔ Students created a 
“coherent narrative” about 
comparing and contrasting
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Storify 
It: 
Journey 
to School  

Step 1: Build 
Background 
Knowledge 

Students compared 
how they got to 
school in their 
countries and how 
they get to school 
here in the US. 
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Step 2: Frontload 
Vocabulary & 
Context

Students filled out 
a graphic organizer 
prior to watching 
the video. 



Storify 
It: 
Journey 
to School  
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Step 3: Students 
watched a video of 
students risking their 
lives to get to school 
each day. 



Student 
Examples

➔ At the end of the 
Compare and Contrast 
unit, students were asked 
to independently write a 
response where they 
applied all of the skills 
they had practiced. 

➔ Using a Google Form, 
students responded to 
the prompts 
independently.
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Criteria 
for 

Success

How do we know if the students are 
successful? 

Criteria for Success: 

Linguistic Complexity (Discourse):

1. I can support my evidence with reasoning and 
examples. 

Language Control (Sentence):

2. My sentences let the reader know who or what 
is being compared.

3. My sentences use signal words such as same, 
alike, similar, both, unlike, but, while, and 
different. 

Vocabulary (Word): 

4. I can use specific vocabulary, such as tight rope, 
suspension bridge, trekking, zip line, to describe 
how students get to school in other countries. 
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Student Example #1 , ELP 3 (Independent Writing) 20



Student Example #1 , ELP 3 (Independent Writing) 21



Student Example #2 , ELP 4  (Independent Writing) 22



Make It 
Social: 
Pairs 
Compare 

Prompt: Why would parents let their children take 
such dangerous journeys to school? 

1. In partners, you will pass 1 piece of paper 
back and forth to brainstorm ideas about the 
prompt. [3-5 minutes]

2. Pair up with another set of partners. 

3. Compare your list with the other pair. You will 
read your ideas out loud to the other pair, 
using sentence provided frames:

a. From my point of view, ____
b. In my opinion, _______
c. I think _____ because ______. 
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Make It 
Social: 
Pairs 
Compare
(continued) 

Prompt: Why would parents let their children take 
such dangerous journeys to school? 

1. If you have the same idea, put a check next to 
it.

2. If the other pair has a different idea, add it to 
your list.

3. At the end, both pairs should have the same 
list. 

4. Choose 1 idea to share with the whole group 
that you think others might not have.
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Make It 
Social: 
Talking 
Chips 

Directions:

1. You will each get 2 
chips.

2. During the 
discussion, place 1 
chip in the middle 
when you have a 
turn.

3. Repeat Step #2 
until all chips have 
been used.

4. Provide sentence 
frames for ELD 1-3. 
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Prompt: 

1. What 
actions 
could you 
take to make 
these 
students’ 
journeys to 
school 
safer? 



Zaretta Hammond, author  
of Culturally Responsive 
Teaching and the Brain, 
offers 3 ways to increase 
academic rigor within 
Culturally Responsive 
Teaching framework:
1. Gamify It
2. Make It Social
3. Storify It
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3.
Critical 
Consciousness 
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Culturally 
Responsive 
Pedagogy 

Academic 
Rigor  

Cultural 
Competence

Critical 
Consciousness 

Source: Creating a Climate for 

Linguistically Responsive 

Instruction. By: Arthi B. Rao & P. 

Zitali Morales 

Making 
Connections
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Definition of 
Critical 
Consciousness 

Critical consciousness has 
two parts... ‘It’s both 

awareness of oppressive 
external forces and feeling a 
sense of efficacy about how 
to navigate and challenge 

those forces.’
Source: http://www.bu.edu/research/articles/critical-consciousness/
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http://www.bu.edu/research/articles/critical-consciousness/


Source: https://modules.sanfordinspire.org 30

https://modules.sanfordinspire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Using_Critical_Consciousness_to_Challenge_Inequity_Resource-1.pdf


Scaffolding 
Critical 
Thinking 
for ELs

In this compare and contrast 
lesson, asked students to think 
critically about: 

1. Why would parents allow 
their children to get to 
school in such a dangerous 
manner?

2. Would what you do to 
make these journeys to 
school safer? 
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Thanks!
Any questions?

You can find us at:  

bkershner@cpsd.us 

cloredo@cpsd.us
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Resources 
& Credits

▫ https://modules.sanfordinspire.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/10/Using_Critical_Consciousness_
to_Challenge_Inequity_Resource-1.pdf

▫ Culturally Responsive Teaching: A Guide to 
Evidence-Based Practices for Teaching All 
Students Equitably

▫ https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/culturally-res
ponsive-teaching-strategies/

▫ Hammond, Zaretta. Culturally Responsive 
Teaching and the Brain.  California: Corwin, 2015.

▫ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

▫ Iceberg Slide template from 
http://slidehunter.com/
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