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Software 
¤ Adobe 

Digital 
Editions 

¤ BlueFire 

¤ Calibre 

¤ Stanza 

¤ txtr 

DRM 
¤ Adept 

¤ Amazon 

¤ B&N 

¤ FairPlay
  

Aggregators : EBL ¤ ebrary ¤ Ebsco ¤ MyiLibrary ¤ OverDrive ¤ 3M 

Vendors : Baker & Taylor ¤ Ingram ¤ Coutts ¤ Swets ¤ W. T. Cox ¤ YBP 

Format 
¤ .azw 

¤ ePub 

¤ HTML 

¤ .lit 

¤ Mobi 

¤ PDF 

¤ .rtf 

 

Hardware 
¤ iPad 

¤ iRex 

¤ Kindle 

¤ Kobo 

¤ Nook 

¤ Sony Reader 
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Look at the file extension.please 
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What happens when you try 
to open a file with the wrong 

software? 
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Comparison of e-book formats:  Wikipedia 



Exercise:  
Download an epub file. 

Change the filename extension to .zip. 
Open with a zip utility. 

Look at the files. 
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<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" standalone="yes"?>  
<xs:schema xmlns:xs="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" elementFormDefault="qualified" version="1.0">  

<xs:element name="export">  
 <xs:complexType>  
  <xs:sequence>  
   <xs:element name="metadata" type="metadataType"/>  
   <xs:element name="structure" type="structureType" maxOccurs="unbounded"/> 
  </xs:sequence>  
  <xs:attribute name="version" use="required">  
   <xs:simpleType>  
    <xs:restriction base="xs:decimal"/> 
    </xs:simpleType>  
  </xs:attribute>  
  <xs:attribute name="type" use="required"> 
    <xs:simpleType>  
    <xs:restriction base="xs:string"/>  
   </xs:simpleType>  
  </xs:attribute>  
 </xs:complexType>  
</xs:element>  
<xs:complexType name="metadataType">  
  <xs:sequence>  
   <xs:element ref="documentid"/> 
   <xs:element ref="title"/> 
   <xs:element ref="created_by"/>  
  </xs:sequence> 
</xs:complexType> 

XML 
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DRM 
digital rights management 
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DRM 
   

prevents copying 
prevents sharing 

creates date-stamp 
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DRM happens on the content server. 
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DRM Schemes 
   

Adobe 
Amazon 

Apple 
Barnes & Noble 
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DMCA           DRM 
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Software 
   

Adobe Digital Editions 
BlueFire 
Calibre 
iBook 
Kindle 
Stanza 

txtr 
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Read 
Highlight 
Annotate 

Dictionary 
Manage 
Convert 
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Play well together: 
   

Adobe Digital Editions 
BlueFire 
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      Is it hardware or software? 
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Calibre would solve everything… 
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…if it weren’t in violation of DMCA! 
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Irony 
   

You can read an Amazon e-book on  
almost device, but you can’t read  

other e-book files on a Kindle. 
 

You can read almost any kind of 
e-book file on an iPad, but you can’t 
read Apple iBooks on other devices. 
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Hardware 
   

iPad 
iRex 

Kindle 
Kobo 

Sony Reader 
Smartphones 

PCs 
Tablets 
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E-Ink vs LCD 
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 E-Ink   LCD 
 
 B&W   Color 
 Low glare   Backlit 
 Reading   Apps 
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 iPad 
  
 Format = ePub, HTML, PDF 
 DRM = Apple (or Adobe via app) 
 Software = multiple 
 Display = LCD 
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 Fire 
  
 Format = ePub, HTML, PDF 
 DRM = Amazon (or Adobe via app) 
 Software = limited by Amazon 
 Display = LCD 
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 Kindle 
  
 Format = .azw, PDF 
 DRM = Amazon (or Adobe via app) 
 Software = Kindle 
 Display = E-Ink 
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 Nook 
  
 Format = ePub, HTML, PDF 
 DRM = B&N (or Adobe via app) 
 Software = limited by Amazon 
 Display = E-Ink and LCD 
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 Sony Reader 
  
 Format = ePub, PDF 
 DRM = Adobe 
 Software = Sony 
 Display = E-Ink 
  

 
t 

E
-B

o
o

k
 B

o
o

t C
am

p
 



t 
How does the hardware interact 

with the library’s collections? 

E
-B

o
o

k
 B

o
o

t C
am

p
 



t 

Checklist 

E
-B

o
o

k
 B

o
o

t C
am

p
 



t 

E
-B

o
o

k
 B

o
o

t C
am

p
 



What’s the format? 
Does your device support that? 

 
What’s the DRM? 

Does your device support that? 
 

What software is required? 
Does your device support that? 

 
What is your device? 

Does the library support that? 
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do library staff need to know? 
 t 

E
-B

o
o

k
 B

o
o

t C
am

p
 



t 

It’s complicated. 
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Publishers 
   

There are issues! 
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You want to do WHAT with our e-books? 
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Aggregators 
   

Our platform is  
better than their platform. 
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Aggregators 
   

EBL 
Ebrary 
Ebsco 

Google 
MyiLibrary 
OverDrive 

3M 
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Vendors 
   

The publishers won’t  
let us do that. 
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Vendors 
   

Baker & Taylor 
Coutts 
Ingram 
Swets 

W.T. Cox 
YBP 
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Problem 
   

It is mostly an end-user ecology. 
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Format                    DRM 
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Because we can. 
   

Why library services are restricted. 
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Lack of standards. 
 

Unwillingness to  
allow interoperability. 

 
Insistence on DRM. 
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Publisher  Aggregator  Vendor 
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Every library staff should be required 
to use library collections  

the way patrons do. 
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 Using library collections: 
 
 1. Set up Adobe ID. 
 2. Install Adobe Digital Editions. 
 3. Install ADE compatible app. 
 3. Search the catalog. 
 4. Download the e-book to ADE. 
 5. Transfer the e-book to the tablet. 
 6. Plus about 20 other steps. 
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