Homeless SIFE Students

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 

(   The McKinney-Vento Act states that children and youth who lack “a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence” will be considered homeless.  Every school district has a McKinney-Vento liaison social worker that finds families houses, resources, religious institutions to connect with, translators, healthcare (Mass. health) 
(  Massachusetts definition of SIFE:

“Is typically a newcomer between the ages of 8 and 21 and has experienced an interrupted education or has little to no schooling experience.  Interruptions may be due to gaps in academic history, possibly caused by unavailability of schooling, civil unrest, immigration, transience, trauma, or other factors that would limit the student’s ability to perform and achieve in a Massachusetts classroom with students of a comparable age group.”  (Pierre Jerome & Montano, 2012, pg. 2).

(  McKinney-Vento students:

- Most families experiencing homelessness, on average, make less than half the federal poverty line

-for children awaiting foster care

-incarcerated youth are not included

-children up to 21 years old are protected under McKinney-Vento

-Runaways, unaccompanied youth, children/families displaced by natural disaster, tragedy 
-Federal mandates, but states receive no money to carry out policies, many towns/school boards create funds for homeless students for school supplies, field trip fees, glasses, etc.
(  ELLs:  SIFE students that perhaps did not have a person waiting for them in the United States, could not secure jobs before arriving because of language barrier, may have been relocating because of an abrupt emergency

(  Issues beyond homelessness:  lack of food, lack of car, lack of primary care physician, lack of computer for school assignments

(  McKinney Vento assigns families to hotels, motels, subsidized housing, group homes…large sites in Massachusetts include: Malden, Chelsea, Lowell, Bedford

(  Office of Transitional Housing is in charge of locating McKinney-Vento families to better living conditions (for example, from a hotel to an apartment complex)…thus, homeless families are often moving

(  From National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty. (2004).  The 100 Most Frequently Asked Questions on the Education Rights of Children and Youth in Homeless Situations. 
1. Do school districts have the responsibility to identify or locate children and youth experiencing homelessness?
Yes, every school must have a McKinney-Vento liaison 

2. Are families who move in with relatives or friends covered by the Act?

In many circumstances, yes. 
3. Is transitional housing considered a homeless situation?

Yes. 

4. Does the family’s/youth’s income affect whether they are covered by the Act?

Generally, no. The Act’s definition of homelessness centers on the student’s living arrangement. 
5. Can a district refuse to enroll undocumented immigrants who have no proof of 

guardianship? No, not if they are covered by the McKinney-Vento Act. Undocumented 

students have the same right to public education as U.S. citizens. 
6. Can a student finish the school year or semester in the school of origin?

Yes. Students have the right to remain in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness. In addition, if a student moves into permanent housing during the school year, the student can finish that academic year in the school of origin. 

7. How "immediate" is immediate enrollment?

 The McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to enroll students experiencing homelessness immediately, even if the student is unable to provide documents that are typically required for enrollment. 
8. Can schools require verification of proof of residency, such as seeing a lease in the case where a family is hosting a student who is not a family member?

No. Schools may not require verification of proof of residency as a condition of enrollment. 

9. How can schools verify age for enrollment in kindergarten without a birth certificate?

The McKinney-Vento Act requires immediate enrollment, even if typically required documents cannot be produced…work with the family to obtain acceptable proof of age…including medical records, baptismal certificates, or a simple statement of age signed by the parent or guardian 

10. If we enroll a student who is homeless without requiring proof of immunizations, aren’t we putting the entire school at risk?
Yes, even if students are unable to produce immunization or other medical records, recognizing that families and youth who are homeless are frequently unable to obtain and keep copies of records. 
11. If a state or school district has zero tolerance rules for absences (for example, requiring students with 10 absences to be referred to juvenile court, or to fail classes automatically), how do those rules apply to students in homeless situations?
The McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to identify and remove all barriers to enrollment and retention in school for children and youth in homeless situations. 
(  Issues for ESL teachers:  communication with parents, contacting social workers, home visits?, hunger in class, cleanliness, social stigmas from classmates, lack of literacy in L1, lack of experience with school culture

(  Suggestions:
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Figure 1. The Mutually Adaptive Learning Paradigm (MALP)

Source: Adapted from Marshall & DeCapua, 2009.





