What motivated you to join an online WIDA discussion?

I was motivated to join this discussion group because we have very high number of ELL students at the High School and I always feel for them and want to help them as much as possible.

I wanted to be able to share my thoughts about WIDA as well as learn from what my colleagues have to say.
This was my first year teaching SEI and WIDA was all new to me. I figured the more I knew the better I would be able to instruct my students. I also thought it would be great to hear other educators’ views and ideas.
I joined the online WIDA discussion to learn more about the expectations of me and the students. I also wanted to make sure I was conducting my classroom based on WIDA and common core.
Learn more about WIDA principals and resources and communicate with others on the topics.
What expectations did you have about this type of professional development?

I was not sure what to expect when I signed up for the discussion group. On line discussions/groups are difficult because you have to rely solely on reading people's thoughts. I prefer face to face meetings, but I think that this group has met the expectations that I started with.

I expected that I would have an opportunity to share my opinions.
I expected that I would have an opportunity to read the thoughts of others.
I expected that I would learn from both my colleagues as well as the reading assignments.
I expected to broaden my understanding of WIDA.
My only expectation was to leave the PD feeling like I had learned more about WIDA than what I had known before. (WHICH I AM ACHIEVING! )
My expectations were to learn about where WIDA came from, what the students should be learning at their specific age and level of English and what is expected of me in the classroom.
That it would be guided by facilitators and open for members to discuss back and forth.
Has the experience of this online discussion fall short, meet, or succeed your expectations? 

I have enjoyed reading people's responses to the articles that we have read so far. I feel that I am learning a lot. I am also taking the Retell course at the same time, so it is helping with that as well.

The experience of this online discussion has succeeded my expectations.
This experience met all of my expectations. I thought that is was great how the course was broken down so that we were only focusing on one aspect at a time. I never felt overwhelmed instead felt that I had the opportunity to understand and take in all of the information
The discussion succeeded my expectations. It helped me realize what was working in my classroom and what I needed to fix so it was aligned with the WIDA standards
It has met my expectations because I was able to read up on many areas of WIDA that I otherwise may have overlooked.
What are some take aways you will use in your everyday practice with ELL students?

I have a better understanding of the time line for learning and the differences between social and academic language.

I plan to incorporate the CAN DO descriptors 
I plan to visit the WIDA website more often so I can see what's new.
I took away how to create an objective using the WIDA formula. I also took away what to expect from my students depending on where there skill level is at. I will also be using the WIDA CAN Do philosophy everyday with my ELL students.
I took away the can do descriptors and writing proper WIDA objectives for each subject that I teach.
I have found some great resources on the website that have been helpful and useful in the classroom.
Would you participate in another online discussion or recommend this to a colleague? Why or why not? Explain.

Yes, I would recommend to colleagues that they join this discussion group. I believe all of us should have the information we have been given. Also, it is nice to have people in your building to discuss and bounce ideas around with.

I would participate in another online discussion/recommend this to a colleague because I feel it was an effective way to communicate meaningfully about, as well as deepen my understanding of, WIDA. It helped a lot that we had time to complete each assignment as well as read the responses of our colleagues.
I would take another online discussion along with recommend this to a colleague. I found all of the information to be both helpful and interesting. I also felt like it was a way to get to know WIDA without feeling overwhelmed. Again we looked at one spot a discussion which allowed you to get a good grasp on the information.
I would participate and recommend this to a colleague because it is great to research the different aspects of this forum and post our thoughts. I also liked reading other teachers opinions and take into consideration how they feel about the same subject. There is not a lot of time during the day to talk about it so it is good to read their opinions.
Yes! I think online discussions are a way to explore topics and communicate with other teachers while having the flexibility of checking in on our own time.
Reflecting the pros and cons of this PD format, how would you improve the experience? Make suggestions.

I am still a person who needs hard copies of things to highlight and make notes on. The pd format was fine for me.

pros: relevant topics, excellent quality of forum posts by other teachers, time given to complete each assignment
cons: perhaps a few of the assignments were a bit less interesting/harder to get interested in than others
I enjoyed the PD format, I thought there was a perfect amount of posts along with material to view each time. I do not have any suggestions for improvement.
The PD format was great. On my part, It was hard to keep up each month because of how busy school can get and it would slip my mind to make sure a post wasn't coming up. I do like using the edmodo site and being able to download the app onto my phone. I would suggest that you post the PDFs or the websites you want us to look at right on the edmodo so it is easier to find out where we need to go for that weeks post. Thank you! I really did enjoy reading and learning about WIDA.
Maybe having opportunities to communicate back and for in a "forum" versus just stating our opinions on the topics.
