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Highlights

Research today has generated more knowledge than ever before about what it takes to improve outcomes among children and families, including healthy births, school readiness, school achievement, physical and mental health, and safe neighborhoods.
But our expanded knowledge has not led to significantly better results, especially among those most at risk.  Reasons include persistent poverty, severe budget constraints in a stagnant economy, and distrust of government.  But there is an additional factor: our failure to make use of all the knowledge now available.  And for this one, the levers for change are clearly visible and within our reach.


Levers to broaden what we consider credible evidence: 

1:  Support work that would combine findings from research, theory, and practice with the findings from program evaluations to allow policymakers to make more informed decisions about allocating resources and selecting and designing programs, policies, and strategies.

2:  Support the identification of common factors of effectiveness among successful interventions aimed at similar goals to strengthen implementation and scale-up.
3:  Support a pragmatic approach to assessing complex interventions; use multiple methods to generate richer evidence.

4:  Support an expanded, results-oriented learning framework; encourage the development, dissemination and use of stronger measurement tools.

We could assure that both public and philanthropic resources would be utilized more effectively by expanding our definition of what counts as credible evidence.  Our commitment to assuring that practice, programs, policies and strategies that are publicly or philanthropically funded will be evidence-based must be undiminished, but our results will be better when our knowledge is richer.
� Based on Lisbeth Schorr and Frank Farrow, “Expanding the Evidence Universe: Doing Better by Knowing More,” Center for the Study of Social Policy, for release July 28, 2011
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