IST Addendum for English Language Learners
Before you refer a second language learner to IST…

· Look in the student’s cumulative folder to obtain information about previous schooling, country of origin, and language usage and dominance (see LAT form, language survey, intake sheet, Educational History form, etc.)
· Refer to the attached BICS/CALP checklist to evaluate the child’s use of communicative and academic language. Note that development of these skills may take up to 10 years.

· Speak to the child’s previous teacher (if applicable). Did he/she have similar concerns? Was a referral made to IST? Look in student’s IST file for previous intervention info.
· Contact the parents (seek interpreter if necessary) and discuss your concerns. Ask the parents if there is any significant personal, medical, or educational history.
· Identify the specific problem and back-up with data 

· Look into accommodations and interventions that can be used at the Tier 1 level (see your RRS, IRS, and/or ESL teacher for suggestions and materials).
· Document the interventions and monitor child’s progress in the specific area of concern.

Only refer a 1st year student if…

· ESL, SEI or ISEI teacher notices significant differences from other ELL students (take into consideration the background of the child)

· Parent provides medical or educational documentation (diagnosis, IEP)

In Preparation for your Initial IST Meeting…
· Record attendance (currently and in previous school, if possible)

· Document school history and verification of instruction (language of instruction). Seek out the help of your SAC and/or parent liaisons, if necessary. 
· Determine if there is a previous history of like concerns. Were there prior referrals to EPT or IST? What were the interventions? Outcomes? 
· Ask your principal to contact the Bilingual Department for an evaluation of language dominance.
