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Arkansas Education Reform  





�


                  


Purpose & Vision





Today Arkansas has the momentum to significantly expand educational excellence and opportunities to learn. An additional $1 billion invested annually into education, a world-class pre-k program, improved standards, better facilities statewide, higher teacher salaries and targeted funds for low-income students are just some of the reforms Arkansas passed in recent years. Ten years ago few in the state would have thought it possible. Now, a new Opportunity to Learn campaign is engaging  grassroots, nonprofit, labor union and institutional stakeholders to take education reforms further.  Every child must have (1) access to highly effective teachers; (2) early childhood education; (3) college preparatory curricula; and (4) equitable instructional resources.  


 





Projected 3-Year Milestones 





Passage of progressively more difficult and proven policies to ensure opportunities to learn for ALL Arkansas children.  


An agenda for local reforms in local school districts


Research driven by the needs and questions of local residents to identify and highlight proven strategies to close the achievement gap.


A plan to raise revenue for school reform via fair taxes


A base of advocate from low-wealth communities of color, including 


50 leaders who will repeatedly take action, 15 heading up committees & projects, 6 group leaders/spokespersons


10 community groups with an education focus  


Five electoral strategies underway for school board elections


A set of strong allies:  universities, legislators, national & regional nonprofits, businesses, unions, school superintendents and boards





Key Components of the Education Reform Project   





Community organizing


Policy development


Coalition building


Research 


Public Education





TOTAL BUDGET REQUIRED FOR 1ST YEAR OPERATING EXPENSE…$291,634






































Project Budget:





Total Budget Required for Project Completion: 	 $900,000


   








Education Reform:


Building the Arkansas Opportunity to Learn campaign





The Opportunity





Major new school reforms have been implemented in Arkansas since 2003 thanks to a Supreme Court ruling, but most of these reforms focused on overall adequacy through state level policy. Our focus now is on the achievement gap and other issues of equity. Bills directly targeting the achievement gap were passed in 2007, 2009 and 2011. Arkansas community groups are organizing and uniting with nonprofits, unions, institutions and universities in an expanded campaign for education reforms at the family, community and state levels of child development and policy.  

















Capability of Lead Organization





The Arkansas Public Policy Panel has a track record of successful community organizing and coalition building for social justice.  It supports the Arkansas Citizens First Congress, a multi-issue, multi-racial, multi-cultural advocacy coalition with a track record of effective state policy campaigns.  














Partners





Arkansas Citizens First Congress


AR Advocates for Children & Families


Arkansas Education Association


Camden Community Association


Concerned Citizens of the Marvell Area 


Gould Citizens Advisory Council 


SW AR Good Government Commission


South Arkansas Education Coalition


South Arkansas Youth Council


Strong Community Leadership Alliance











Contact Information for Lead:





Bill Kopsky, ED    501/376-7913 x12


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bill@arpanel.org" �bill@arpanel.org�


Arkansas Public Policy Panel


1308 W. 2nd Street


Little Rock, AR 72201
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