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Excerpts from Course Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]This course provides an introduction to experimental methods and designs used in social research for the health sciences.  Students will design their own pilot studies and collect data through methods such as interviews, surveys, and observation.  Analyzing their data, students will write research papers and give presentations to report their findings.  

COURSE OUTCOMES
Students will be able to:
· Understand and analyze texts intended for introductory academic audiences.
· Design and carry out a pilot study based on their knowledge of experimental methods and designs in social research.
· Analyze data from their own pilot study, and make meaningful statements about the data in writing and speaking.
· Write a research report, mostly using academic conventions appropriate for an American university audience, with guidance.
· Present research verbally, mostly using academic language appropriate for an American university audience, with guidance.
· Apply basic knowledge of source citation to research writing, demonstrated by citing paraphrases and quotations from social research data.




ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING AND TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS
Students will be assessed based on their successful completion of the course requirements listed below.
  Course Requirements 
1. Online Discussions 	(4)				20%
Students will participate in online discussions that will be posted to Blackboard.  In these discussions, students should demonstrate critical analysis of the course topics as well as an ability to communicate with classmates regarding course concepts.  It is expected that students will follow conventions of professional communication to the best of their ability when writing on Blackboard (proper grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, etc.).  Late submissions to the online discussions will not be graded.
2. Quizzes (3)						15%
There will be quizzes throughout the semester to assess students’ understanding and application of course concepts and comprehension of assigned reading or listening assignments.  These quizzes may include a variety of question types, such as multiple-choice, short answer, and fill-in-the-blank questions.
3. Interview Project					10%
With a group, students will conduct an interview in English and record the interview.  Students will then analyze their interview data and write a summary and analysis of the interview.  Each student will submit a summary and analysis paper individually.
4. Survey Project				 	10%
As a class, we will design and conduct a survey of the MCPHS University community.  Students will analyze the results of the survey, and each student will create a chart or graph to display survey data and present this chart or graph to the class.
5. Observation Project				15%
Students will work in groups to write a research proposal for a pilot observational study that relates to the health sciences.  They will collect observer notes, analyze the notes for themes, and present an analysis of the notes to the class.
6. Final Research Proposal Assignment		20%
Students will work in groups to create a written proposal to research a community health issue.  Students’ proposed methodologies will include both qualitative and quantitative measures.  They will cite data from outside sources and their own pilot studies to support their proposals.  Students will present their research proposal to a panel of teachers and classmates in a mock “Institutional Review Board.”
7. Participation					10% 
Students will be expected to participate actively in the classroom.  This means that students must do more than simply attend class.  Students can show that they are actively participating in a variety of ways, including speaking during classroom discussions, doing daily readings and homework, asking questions, and remaining on-task during class.  Students will receive one participation grade at midterm and one at the end of the semester.
Samples of Student Work
Interview Unit[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/haRf7in-WBUxklbOyhKAdGzcU8ZxtUoxedI8sZa8vxANmTFkBAEyU02ItLnzmaVhCrz_BHYVBy0G4h3noyKtKxzFkPOj7YhxtGxXX5CWH-RrIchS5JaU2ZSAfxMWop7jkoio]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Survey Unit
[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/qADhz7blkkhz_7iu08UQJUU3wX2gpSa1b1aoX4JeizKELjmbDkW1JGxZIatAnzDag0gpusA4pffBeN-ljk8x7zyNJ7FHC4gXEhSBOxn9EjPMujEQ2OEayldZ8GW2ni4Vb0j7]
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Observation Unit
[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/Z4W-cX61I66m-lEBL9MdI8aBR9nOyol6IewLTvbVjdBoaeGmXlUpIuPU8H6MmhiQk-DWzczRcru9vg7AtWckjhOuMXxuZRnd_L6RGe8M-wxoUkNkdqi6XqoQ9SQgc3-TWRjY]
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Research Proposal Unit
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of the topic. If | do an interview in the future | would ask how could we eliminatethe
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