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Objective:

Emowering with Words, vocabulary workshop will enhance English language learners’ (ELLs’) academic vocabulary acquisition and retention of words, concepts and strategies, and assist in developing their language learning skills.

Rational:

The workshop program will help ELLs gain progress in reading comprehension and writing on academic topics on their grade level.

Project Abstract:

We are seeking a grant to fund our Vocabulary Workshop for English Language Learners program, Empowering with Words, with the purpose of helping ESL students with low academic performance in Reading and ELA increase their academic progress in vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension and writing. This program will provide our ESL students with skills to access grade-level academic content and vocabulary. 
The Empowering with Words workshop project is based on the latest research on effective vocabulary instruction.* This workshop will utilize available materials and technology to ensure students’ success in language and literacy development. Balanced vocabulary instruction, which includes explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary (Beck and McKeown,1985), implicit vocabulary instruction through context and strategy instruction with meaningful practice, integration of technology and multimedia, repetition and multiple exposure to vocabulary items will ensure ESL students’ vocabulary growth and literacy development. Empowering with Words instruction will integrate vocabulary tasks that promote students’ listening, reading, speaking and writing skills. Integration of the iPad technology will create opportunities for students to learn how to use modern technology and software and aid motivation in learning.
Program Description:

Vocabulary Workshop for English Language Learners, Empowering with Words, will enable ESL students to improve their vocabulary acquisition skills and broaden their receptive and productive vocabulary. The goals will be achieved through utilizing a balanced vocabulary instruction approach. Students will have a chance to be exposed to rich and relevant vocabulary items in multiple contexts with integration of interactive, hands-on, and multisensory technology (iPad). With the help of this innovative vocabulary instruction approach, students will be able to employ learnt skills to access grade level Reading and ELA curriculum. Empowering with Words will assist students in increasing their reading fluency and comprehension, which will help them to obtain mastery in subject matter and language proficiency further on. Integration of interactive technology enhanced with visuals and graphics will enrich vocabulary instruction and contribute to students’ retention and learning motivation. *** 

Vocabulary instruction will take place daily for as long as 30 – 45 minutes. Words will be introduced thematically in context of children’s literature and authentic multimedia resources with the help of picture cards, photographs and interactive slideshows on the iPad (PowerPoint and Prezi presentations). 
Students will be provided with student-friendly definitions (Gersten et al., 2007), and given an opportunity to create their own explanations of vocabulary items with help of various vocabulary strategies. After the initial exposure to words, students will get involved into meaningful practice. 
Goals and Objectives:
Empowering with Words will assist ESL students with vocabulary acquisition and access to grade level curriculum. 

The main objectives of the Vocabulary Workshop for English language learners, Empowering with Words include:

1. Provide measurable increase in second grade ESL students’ vocabulary acquisition. By the end of the year, students will enlarge their receptive and productive vocabulary and increase their proficiency in reading comprehension skills by one to two grade levels.

2. Assist ESL students in accessing the general curriculum through balanced vocabulary instruction, research-based strategies and techniques that will provide students with repetitive and frequent exposure to vocabulary items.

3. Provide ESL students with engaging, interactive and hands-on resources to master and retain vocabulary items.

4. Educate students in technology usage to access digital information and create projects.

5. The data collected during this project will be reported and utilized to encourage further support and usage of the Empowering with Words program.

* August and Shanahan, 2006; Blachowicz, Fisher, & Watts-Taffe, 2005; Beck, Perfetti, & McKeown, 1987; Carlo et al., 2004; Graves, 2006; Snow & Kim, 2007 


*** Silverman & Hines (2009) 





