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Academic Word List

Compiled by Coxhead (2000), consists of 570 word families, sorted by word frequency and range, which occur frequently over a wide range of academic texts.  Words on the Academic Word List make up approximately 10% of the vocabulary in academic non-fiction texts, compared to only 1.4% of the words in fiction texts

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/

AWL Highlighter & Gapfill

Highlights and creates a list of words from the Academic Word List with any text you paste into it.

http://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/highlighter/

Lexile Analyzer
The Lexile measure of text is determined using the Lexile Analyzer.  Just paste any text to get a reading level.   Educators can upgrade for free to Professional Lexile Analyzer to measure longer pieces of text.

https://lexile.com/analyzer/
Various Readability Formulas, including Flesch Grade Level Readability Formula

http://www.readabilityformulas.com/free-readability-formula-tests.php
Online Databases

Massachusetts residents may use a number of database products licensed by the Massachusetts Library System.  See your local library's website for access or go to mass.gov/libraries.  Gale General Reference Center Gold is excellent for finding good middle school readings.  Use advanced search.  


The following parameters are especially helpful.
· Scholastic, Inc. in Publisher Name
· Carus Publishing Company in Publisher Name
· Time for Kids in Publication Title
Like to read plays with your classes?  It’s not non-fiction, but kids love them.  You can easily find plays meant for classroom use with the following searches.

· Plays in Publication Title
· or, Narrator in Full Text
