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Learning Objectives 

Participants will: 
 
▪  share and reflect upon effective assessment 

practices for both content skills and academic 
language development  

▪  examine evidence of academic language 
development through calibration protocol 

▪  connect to your practice and consider next steps 
2	
  



Introducing Ourselves 

▪  Name 
▪  Role 
▪ Where you (students, school, teachers) are on the 

journey of integrating academic language for ELLs 



Agenda 

▪  Overview of Our Journey 
▪  Practice Calibration Session 
▪  Debrief, Connections and Next Steps 
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About the Center for Collaborative Education 

 
 
 

CCE’s Vision for Schools 
 

▪  Equity and data are embedded in all conversations and practices, 
▪  Teaching and learning are purposeful, challenging, and have value beyond 

school, 
▪  Assessment demonstrates the competence of students in multiple ways, and 
▪  Collaborative practices improve teaching and learning. 
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About the Chelsea ELL Bridge Academy 

 
▪  CHS Redesign in 2011: target English Language 

Learners 
▪  28% of CHS students are in the ELL program (levels 1-4).   
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Background of Our Partnership 

▪  Shift to a performance assessment-based school  
▪  Partner with CCE around developing rigorous 

performance assessments and analytic rubrics  
▪  Partner with Envision Learning to develop discipline 

specific rubrics (based on SCALE from Stanford) for 
all departments 

▪  Prototype/pilot — Calibrate — Revise 
▪  Consider the specific needs of assessing ELLs 
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CCSS Common Rubrics 
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ELLs are doing “Double Duty” 
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Language Taught Through Content 

“Content topics can provide the context for 
language teaching that makes teaching 
language more authentic and meaningful while 
simultaneously targeting content area goals.” 
 
                             Tim Boals, WIDA Executive Director, 
                                  WIDA Resource Guide 
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Embedding WIDA Performance Definitions 
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Connecting to WIDA Writing Rubric 
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The Need for Ongoing ELD Assessment 

“Teachers are welcome to incorporate these rubrics into 
their classroom assessment throughout the school year. We 
also encourage teachers to gather and discuss 
student samples of speaking and writing for the varying 
grade levels or grade level clusters to share with one 
another. These anchor papers may then serve to help 
teachers become more consistent raters for writing 
samples on both a formative and summative basis.” 
 
                                           --WIDA Resource Guide, p. 54 
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“WIDA-fied” Common Rubric 
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Reliability means… 



It is a Process 

Align:	
  Common	
  Core	
  
Standards	
  and	
  Competencies 

Analyze: Valid 
tasks, Student 

Work Analysis, & 
Calibration 

Design: Plan 
Aligned 

Assessments  



Calibration Protocol 
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Your Turn: Calibrating Writing Samples 

1.  Decide on one ELD domain to focus on 
2.  Follow Calibration Protocol 
3.  Keep in mind the qualities of academic language 
4.  Debrief whole group 
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Our Journey: Calibration 
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Our Journey: Annotations and Evidence 
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Our Journey: Consensus 

▪  Discerning CCSS content from academic language 
▪  Coming to consensus about qualities of language: 

– Linguistic Complexity: “expanded sentences” 
– Language Forms and Conventions: “variety of 

grammatical structures” 
– Vocabulary Usage: “some technical content” 
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Connections and Next Steps  

▪  How does this process connect to your work? 
▪  What are implications for your practice?  For the field? 
▪  How can we make what is developing “below the 

surface” more visible for ELLs in our assessment 
measures? 
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Resources 

▪  CCE’s Quality Performance Assessment Tools 

▪  WIDA Bulletin: Focus on Formative Assessment 
 
▪  WIDA Blog: Using Rubrics and Checklists for 

Language Assessments 
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Contact Information 

Center for Collaborative Education 
Deidre Collins, Chelsea High School 
collinsd@chelseaschools.com  
 
Email: info@ccebos.org 
Phone: (617) 421-0134 
www.ccebos.org  
 

 @cceboston   
 

 www.facebook.com/centerforcollaborativeed 
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Thank You! 
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