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But only 9% 

of four-year-olds in 

Alabama have access 

to the program.

invested in high-quality pre-k now saves taxpayers up to in the future.6

Alabama School Readiness Alliance

PRE-K TASK FORCE

Alabama First Class Pre-K alums...

Alabama First Class Pre-K 

Alabama’s First Class Pre-K 

has been ranked #1 in the 

country for quality.

For 7 years in a row,

1 At the end of their year in First Class Pre-K, students surpass national expectations in vocabulary assessments (Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs, 2011).
2 Last year, 100% of Alabama third graders that attended First Class Pre-K scored proficient in reading (Governor Robert Bentley, State of the State Address, 2014)
3 Governor Robert Bentley, State of the State Address, 2014
4 Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama. The PARCA Perspective, October 2013
5 Committee for Economic Development, The economic promise of investing in high-quality preschool: Using early education to improve economic growth and the fiscal sustainability of states and the nation, 2006.
6 Wat, A. (2007). Dollars and Sense: A Review of Economic Analyses of Pre-K. Pre-K Now, Washington, D.C. 

A $12.8 million
increase would...

As part of its Pre-K Task Force's goal to ensure that all families have access to high-quality, voluntary pre-k within 
the next ten years, the Alabama School Readiness Alliance recommends increasing state investments in 

First Class by $12.8 million. This would bring total First Class Pre-K investments to $41.3 million for FY15.

additional four-year-oldsnew classrooms

help enrollopen

2014 RECOMMENDATION

� are ready for kindergarten1

� test proficient in reading2

� have higher attendance rates3

� are less likely to require special education placement3

� are less likely to repeat grades3

Additional research has shown that children 
that attend high-quality pre-k programs are:

+ more likely to graduate

+ more likely to attend college

+ more likely to succeed in the workforce

– less likely to commit a crime

– less likely to rely on social welfare programs5

First Class Pre-K closes 
the achievement gap for 

lower income students by 
an average of 25% 

and by as much as 29%.4
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A group of prominent statewide leaders from the business, education, medical, 
legal, philanthropic, military and child advocacy communities who developed and 

lead advocacy for ASRA’s ten-year campaign to expand Alabama’s high-quality, 
state-funded, and voluntary First Class Pre-K program to all four-year-olds.
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 The Alabama School Readiness Alliance is a statewide, nonprofit coalition 
advocating for the expansion of high-quality, voluntary pre-k in Alabama. 


